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2021 - «A return to elegance and freshness»

By Mario Aschwanden

We had almost become accustomed to sunny and rich wines representing the new norm in
Bordeaux. Then, after six such years — specifically keeping in mind the uniqueness of 2016,
2018, 2019 and 2020 - came a vintage that would have been considered "normal" a few
decades ago and would probably have been anything but welcome at the time.

It was a vintage that had to cope not just with a few insignificant hailstorms but with every
other possible setback. There were estates that had to overcome a whole range of problems,
while others had only a few difficulties. At Cos d'Estournel, for example, the winegrowers
experienced the full spectrum: early budding with frost in April (although this was sporadic it
led to serious losses in some cases), drizzle in June (and thus also unevenly ripening grapes),
mildew in June and July because of the persistent rain, and last but not least botrytis during
the harvest. Rarely would an apprentice winemaker have learned so much in such a short
time as during this year.

What saved the vintage, however, was the Indian summer. This largely compensated for the
ripening problems caused by the cool and wet months of June, July and (early) August. This
gave the late-ripening Cabernets and Petit Verdots a prominent position in the blends, as
they benefited most from the beautiful late summer and the sunniest October in 30 years.

| travelled to Bordeaux with the then still preliminary expectation that | would be tasting wines
from a cool, rather rainy vintage which would throw up some serious imponderables. | was
also anticipating more than exclusively positive developments. To be honest, | was expecting
a lot of over-extracted and watered-down wines with green tannins.

However, to my great surprise these negative expectations turned out not to be justified.
Admittedly we are talking about a vintage that can't compete with the opulence and richness
of recent years. But it has many of the characteristics on which the reputation of the great
Bordeaux wines is actually based. The wines are fresh and energetic, often have ripe and
fine-grained, beautifully mature tannins that are in the normal case perfectly adapted to the
medium degree of fullness. They also possess a certain noblesse, combined with a minerality
and saltiness that was not so evident in previous years. They are relatively "palatable” wines,
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with an alcohol content that is 1-2% by volume lower than their predecessors. Some wines
from the less outstanding terroirs often also lack a little presence on the palate. In terms of
its characteristics and weather patterns, the vintage is probably most comparable to that of
2014.

However, it is more heterogeneous than the latter and the yield was significantly lower.
Thanks to ever-improving technical facilities and a commitment to uncompromising
production of premium quality, some of the wines are even better than the underestimated
2014 vintage.

Because of the relatively large size of the grapes there were estates which re-introduced
techniques that seemed to have almost been forgotten: saigné (drawing off part of the must
in order to concentrate it), chaptalisation (sugaring the must in order to obtain a little more
body), and even the almost forgotten concentrator was used again, assuming it had not
previously been sold for lack of use.

In order to master all these challenges and to produce good to even great wines for the
cellar, a number of factors had to be in place.

1. Great terroir, because in such areas the water resources are better regulated. This is
also shown by the fact that in the case of the great wines, even the second-label
wines are very often impressive.

2. A committed team, especially in the vineyard but also in the cellar, who are prepared
to sacrifice their Saturdays and Sundays.

3. The right decisions, of which there were many difficult ones to make, especially of
the critical and important harvest time, given the risk of a late harvest.

4. A well-equipped cellar that enables precise and delicate operations and, with the
necessary technical support, enables a rigorous selection of the incoming grapes.

As you can see from the above points, my descriptions actually refer to the creme de la
creme and thus only to around 250 of the best Bordeaux wines.

The main focus is, of course, always on the red wines. This year, however, the big winners
are the usually neglected white wines and the rather unfortunate Sauternes.

Cool summers are generally the best preconditions for making dry white wines, and this is
also true of the 2021 vintage. The Sauvignon Blanc in particular stands out with its intense,
aromatic and edgy nature. If it's to be white Bordeaux, now's the timel!



BAU AC
1225

Yes, the Sauternes vineyards were not to be envied, as they were the most affected by the
weather conditions. Many didn't produce any wine at all, others had single-digit hl/ha figures.
But what the cellars actually contain is simply sensationall The wines are clear, concentrated,
full-bodied, fresh, brilliant and driven by an explosive acidity that | have never encountered at
this stage. When | am tasting | usually only make a brief stop-off in this region. This year,
however, | tried to taste as many wines as possible, and my reaction was: WOW with three
exclamation marks!!!

Cheers to youl!

Chateau Figeac uses candle to protect itself againstspring frosts. Every two to three years we are now
experiencing what used to cause serious losses every two to three decades (1956 and 1991). Another
consequence of global warming.
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Saint-Estéephe

For me, the most successful appellations were St-Estephe and Pessac-Léognan. These
were already particularly successful back in 2014. The biggest positive surprise for me also
comes from here: Meyney! An incredibly well-balanced wine, but also with the power and
body of a bountiful year. This one will probably be available for a song. The refined and
elegant Montrose was also outstanding. Despite being harvested almost a week earlier, the
fruit is darker than that of Calon-Ségur. Lafon Rochet was sold to Jacky Lorenzetti, who also
already owns Lilian Ladouys, Pédesclaux and 50% of D'lssan.

Montrose 95-97
Calon Ségur 94-95
Cos d'Estournel 93-95
Phélan Ségur (Smart Buy) 92-93
Meyney (Smart Buy) 91-93
Dame de Montrose 90-91
Pagodes de Cos 90-91
Marquis de Calon 89-91
Tronquoy Lalande 89-91
Capbern (Smart Buy) 89-91
Cos Labory 88-90
Lafon Rochet 87-89
Le Crock 87-88
Les Ormes de Pez 86-88
Frank Phélan 86-88
Prieuré de Meyney 86-88

Pauillac

Pauillac is also impressive, with Chateau Latour probably the best wine in the Médoc. The
region is home to numerous great terroirs and distinguished chateaux that spare no effort.
This has resulted in many outstanding wines — at Chateau Lafite comparisons have even
been made with the 1996 vintage. The wines do in fact have many parallels, but the
comparison seems a little over-enthusiastic to me. Some wines have 90 percent and more
Cabernet Sauvignon in the blend.
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Latour 96-97
Lafite Rothschild 95-96
Pichon Longueville Lalande 95-96
Mouton Rothschild 94-95
Les Forts de Latour 93-94
Pichon Longueville Baron 93-94
Pontet Canet 93-94
Haut Bages Libéral (Smart Buy) 92-93
Lynch Bages 92-93
Grand Puy Lacoste 91-93
Carruades de Lafite 91-92
Duhart Milon Rothschild 90-93
La Réserve de la Comtesse 90-93
Clerc Milon 90-92
Petit Mouton 90-92
Batailley 89-91
D'Armailhac 88-90
Grand Puy Ducasse 88-90
Echo de Lynch Bages 88-90
Haut Batailley 88-89
Pauillac de Latour 88-89
Pédesclaux 88-89
Lynch Moussas 87-88
Pastourelle de Clerc Milon 86-88
Verso de Haut Batailley 856-87

Saint-Julien

In this district, too, the hl/ha yields vary enormously from one Chateau to the next. As
mentioned at the beginning, the varying difficulties experienced by the individual vineyards
were responsible for this. For some it was more the frost, for others the mildew or the drizzle
that affected them. Gruaud Larose is increasingly catching up with the top wines of the
appellation — the replanting programme initiated years ago (towards more Cabernet
Sauvignon) is increasingly bearing fruit. Talbot, too, confirmed the good performances of
recent years.
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Everything is ready for the early morning tasting at Chateau Gruaud Larose.

Léoville Las Cases 95-96
Léoville Barton 94-95
Léoville Poyferré 94-95
Ducru Beaucaillou 93-95
Gruaud Larose 92-94
Beychevelle 91-92
Talbot 91-92
Clos du Marquis 90-92
La Croix de Beaucaillou 90-92
Saint Pierre 90-92
Langoa Barton 90-91
Moulin Riche 89-91
Le Petit Lion (Cases) 88-90
Lagrange 88-89
Branaire Ducru 87-89
Gloria 87-89
Sarget de Gruaud Larose 87-89
Le Petit Ducru 87-88
La Petite Marquise 87-88
[ 87-88




